
PART I I .  

REVIEWS AND BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTICES. 
~r 

Diseases of the Nose and Throat. By ST. CLAIR 
THOMSON, M.D.,  F .R.C.P .  (Lond.), F .R.C.S.  
(Eng.) ; Physician for Diseases of the Throat, and Pro- 
fessor of Laryngology in King's College Hospital. 
London:  Cassell & Co. 1911. Large 8vo. Pp. xvi 
+ 791. 

T~E quotation from Osler which the author has placed at 
the commencement of his book is so apt that it may be 
repeated here : - - "  To study the phenomena of disease 
without books is to sail an uncharted sea, while to study 
books without patients is never to go to sea at all ." 

I t  must be confessed that the work under consideration 
adds a valuable contribution to our libraries. The method 
of arrangement is not much out of the common, but has 
many  points to recommend it. 

In the first portion of the book, the regional diseases 
are dealt with separately, and in this part is included a 
chapter dealing with Diseases of the Trachea and Giiso- 
phagus. This is a departure from what is usual in text- 
books on the nose and throat, though all specialists in 
diseases of the nose and throat include within their 
sphere the affections of the trachea and (esophagus. 

The author then branches off and deals with various 
infective disorders, and the conditions found in the nose 
and throat in the course of general affections. He  wiml~ 
up with a description of some of the major operations 
belonging to these regions. 

I t  is hardly necessary to pick out any particular 
chapter for praise, as it is easy to see that what is de- 
scribed is actually within the knowledge of the writer, 
and that the operations have been performed by him, and 
are not merely descriptions copied from other people. 
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Many good coloured illustrations are scattered through- 
out the work, and special mention must again be made of 
the chapters dealing with the affections'of the trachea and 
oesophagus. 

As an example of the author's advice, the following 
sentence, occurring in his general description of operative 
procedures, may be taken : - - "  Much judgment is required 
in adapting the suitable operation to each case. While in 
some instances one or more small interventions are all 
that is required, in another a well-planned and more ex- 
tensive operation may be indicated. In  any case, the 
advice of Semon should be kept in mind--namely,  that 
the magnitude of an operation should not exceed the 
gravity of the symptoms calling for relief." 

The author is to be congratulated on an excellent 
addition to the text-books on this specialty, and the work 
is highly to be commended. I t  will prove of practical 
value to all who interest themselves in Diseases of the 
Nose and Throat and the treatment of troubles in these 
regions. 

Bone-setting and the Treatment o] Pain]ul Joints. By FRANK 
ROM~R, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., and L. ELIOT CREASY, M.R.C.S., 
L.R.C.P. London: James Nisbet & Co. 19ll. Page 62. 

THE title of this little book might lead one to expect that it 
would contain a defence of bone-setting and bone-setters, 
using the term bone-setting as applicable only to the manipu- 
lative methods employed by unqualified practitioners of the 
bone-setter type. It is, however, on the contrary, designed 
to teach the qualified practitioner the use of manipulative 
methods, in order that by acquiring the requisite skill in the 
treatment of painful joint troubles following trauma, the 
cult of the bone-setter may be caused to disappear. We 
welcome the book if only that it admits that up to the present 
" bone-setters " have really been relieving cases that had been 
neglected or ignored by most medical, practitioners. The 
skill of the bone-setter mostly consists in the breaking down 
of old adhesions. In this little book details are given as to 
how adhesions in connection with each of the joints may be 
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safely broken down. The information is carefully and 
succinctly presented, and should be mastered by every medical 
man. As soon as medical men show themselves as skilful 
in dealing with these cases as " bone-setters," bone-setting 
as a branch of unquMified practice will disappear, but as 
long as the public find that cases given up by orthodox 
practitioners are benefited by so-called quacks, so long will 
the quack flourish and deservedly so. It  is not a medical 
degree that the public want, it is relief and cure. The present 
reviewer, an orthodox practitioner, would much prefer, 
if ill, to be cured by a quack than condoled with by all the 
eminent and much qualified medical men in the kingdom: 
If the profession wishes to destroy quackery in the form of 
bone-setting it will do it best, not by railing at bone-setters, 
but by showing that its own members can do better than the 
best of these professionally maligned but sought-after quacks. 
The present little book should help many along lines in which 
we expect few have received tuition in their student days. 

Atlas o] Microscopic Diagnosis in Gynecology. With Preface 
�9 and Explanatory Text by DR. RUDOLF JOLLY, Priv. Doc., 

Chief Physician of the Gynecological Clinic University of 
Berlin. Only Authorised English Translation by P. W. 
SHEDD, M.D. New York. With 52 Lithographs in Colour 
and 2 Textual Figures. London and New York : Rebman, 
Ltd. 1911. Pp. ix + 192. 

THIS Atlas consists of 52 very beautifully executed and 
coloured reproductions of microscopical preparations illustra- 
tive of various physiological and pathological gynmcological 
conditions. Amongst these are included sections of the normal 
mucous membrane and epithelium of the uterus, of endo- 
metritis in its different forms, of erosion of the cervix, .of the 
different changes associated with menstruation, of some of the 
changes associated with pregnancy, and of the various 
malignant conditions met with in the uterus and the vagina. 

There is also a considerable amount of descriptive letter- 
press appended to each illustration, as well as a succinct 
description oI the utility and technique of microscopical 
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examination. The whole is based on the work done in the 
Gyn~eeological Clinic of the University of Berlin. 

Professor Jolly's work has been translated by Dr. P. W. 
Shedd, of New York, and, if this gentleman had contented 
himself with the usually accepted methods of orthography 
and punctuation, his translation would be more intelligible. 
His choice of language, too, might with great advantage have 
been directed towards simplification instead of towards 
mystification. Such sentences as " deceptive views of this sort 
are invariably to be differentiated from true stratification by 
the fact that in the latter phenomenon all the cells in parallel 
include and present their nuclei to the microtomic incidence " 
are apt to paralyse temporarily the understanding of the 
reader. 

Reports ~rom the Laboratory o~ the Royal College o] Physicians, 
Edinburgh. Edited by SIR JoHs BATTY TUKE, M.D., and 
JAMES RITCHIE, M.D. Vols. X. and XI. Edinburgh: 
Oliver & Boyd. 1911. 

VOLWlE X. of these Reports contains the papers published 
from the Laboratory up to April, 1907, and Volume XI., those 
published from 1907 up to the end of 1910. Volume X. 
contains twenty-seven contributions, of which about two- 
thirds are concerned with pathological subjects, the remainder 
being either anatomical or physiological; while Volume XI., 
which is much the larger of the two, contains forty-one papers, 
of which twenty-nine are pathological, seven anatomical, two 
physiological, and three pharmacological. It  is obviously 
impossible to refer to the subject-matter of so large a number 
of papers, and inasmuch as they have all appeared elsewhere, 
it is unnecessary to do so. In reading through them, however, 
one cannot help being struck by the fact that many of them 
have become standard reference papers in connection with the 
subiects with which they deal. Collectively they constitute 
a work of which the laboratory may well be proud. Dr. Berry 
Hart  is one of the largest single contributors. His articles on 
the Descent of the Testes and Ovaries are specially interesting, 
and are well illustrated. A series of papers on various aspects 
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of the physiology and pathology of the blood by Goodall, 
Gulland, and other writers are well known to all students of 
hsematological literature, and are here conveniently collected 
together. Many clinical subjects, such as the Urinary Pane 
creatic Reaction, the Prophylaxis of Post-Operative Peritonitis, 
&c., are dealt with, in addition to the large number of more 
purely pathological papers. We may repeat what we have 
already said, that the record of work here presented is one 
which is extremely creditable to all concerned, and of which 
the Edinburgh School of Medicine may be deservedly proud. 

What to Eat and Why. By G. CARROLL SMITH, M.D. 
Philadelphia and London: W. B. Saunders Company. 
1911. Pp. 310. 

THIS is an interesting and practical treatise on dietet,.'cs, 
the author wisely including a number of suggestions as to the 
medicines which best collaborate with foods. The chapter 
on constipation is suggestive and useful ; many of the state- 
ments afford food for thought, whilst a few should not be 
thoughtlessly accepted. 

The SenSibility o] the Alimentary Canal. The Goulstonian 
Lectures delivered at the Royal College of Physicians, 
March, 1911. By ARTHUR :F. HERTZ, M.A., M.D. Oxon. ; 
F.R.C.P. ; Assistant Physician, Guy's Hospital. London : 
Henry Frowde ; Hodder & Stoughton. 1911. 8vo. Pp. 83. 

IN his Goulstonian Lectures for 1911, of which the present 
book is a reprint, Dr. Hertz discusses the present position of 
our knowledge concerning the sensibility of the aNmentary 
canal. The lectures are of unusual interest to all medical 
men, dealing as they do with a subject of supreme importance 
in connection with every-day medical work. Dr. Hertz has 
new information derived from his own experimental 
work, and successfully, we think, contends against many 
previously received views on the subject. Few individuals 
who have personally experienced severe intra-abdominal pain 
would agree with the views so ably propounded by Dr. James 

2 r  
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Mackenzie, to the effect that all such pain is actually situated 
in the abdominal wall, and is of a referred nature. It  is, 
therefore, somewhat of a relief to find that Hertz is able to 
bring forward evidence to prove that pain in diseases of the 
alimentary canal is most frequently true visceral pain, while 
tenderness on pressure, as most patients will admit, is most 
often due to hyperalgesia of the skin and the abdominal wall. 
Into the nature of this proof it is impossible to enter in a 
brief review; it is based on direct experimental work and is 
apparently satisfactory, but we will look forward with interest 
to criticism on the part of surgeons and others. Among other 
points discussed in the book is the relation that exists between 
hyperchlorhydria and the pain in gastric ulcer. In Guy's 
Hospital Reports for 1910 the same subject is dealt with and 
at greater length, the important conclusion being arrived at 
that the contact of acid juice with an ulcerated surface does 
not of itself lead to pain. Further investigations on this 
subject are, we think, desirable. The lectures as a whole are 
refreshingly original, and deserve careful consideration. 

Leprosy and its Treatment. By PANDIT KRIP~R~M SARMA. 
Third Edition. Published by the Author, 8 Nandi Bagan 
Lane, Salkea, Howrah. 1911. Pp. vii + 232. 

THIS elaborate advertisement of an unqualified practitioner, 
Krip~r~m Sarms consists of 232 small octavo pages, and 
contains a portrait of the author himself and one of his father. 
And after the manner of American and European quacks, 
he gives portraits of his patients before and after treatment. 
Not only has he a big advertisement, but he has also a 
grievance ; the medical profession in India refuse to acknow- 
ledge him as worthy of recognition and decline to allow his 
remedies to be used in their hospitals unless he puts the 
members of the medical profession in full possession of his 
formulae, dosage and mode of administration. He avows that 
his object is to exterminate disease from India ; but he is to 
do so by drugs prepared by himself alone and sold by him 
at fancy prices. This audacious gentleman has nostrums 
for eighteen varieties of leprosy; for rheumatism, gout, 
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lumbago, sciatica, scrofula, piles, asthma, colic, liver com- 
plaints, dyspepsia, acidity, diarrhoea, gastritis, and all kidney 
complaints. 

The one consolation we had as we read the work written 
by this hereditary quack is the determined stand of our 
professional brethren in India against his impudent demand 
for recognition. 

First-Aid Charts. By EDWARD C. B. IBOTSON, M.B., B.S. 
London. Bristol: John Wright & Sons, Ltd. London: 
Simpkin, Marshall, Hamilton, Kent & Co., Ltd. 

WE have received a series of four charts, devised by Dr. 
Ibotson, with a view to presenting in a form that can readily 
be referred to the symptoms of the various incidents that are 
likely to require first-aid 'relief, and the appropriate treatment 
for the same. The charts are intended to be hung on the wall, 
and are printed in large type. The first deals with such 
accidents as the impaction of foreign bodies in the nose, ear, 
&c., scalds, burns, and with the common poisons. The second 
summarises the first-aid method of recognising and dealing 
with fractures and dislocations; the third deals with wounds 
and h~emorrhage ; and the fourth with the dif[erent forms of 
insensibility. The charts will, we feel sure, be useful to those 
for whom they are intended. 

The Essentials o/Food. By DONALD STEWART, M.D. London : 
John Bale, Sons and Danielsson. 1911. Pp. 182. 

THrS book belongs to the pemmican class, but is rather too 
joyous, lacking arrangement and condensation. The follow- 
ing two sentences are separated by but a few pages : - -  

" Milk is the most wonderful food the world possesses." 
"Eggs This is the most remarkable production in 

Nature." 
Such a sentence as the following needs the services o[ s 

commentator :-- 
" Tabloids can be bought of 1 grain each of citrate of soda, 

and when several ounces of milk are ordered at a time, a 
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few drops of chloroform should be added to prevent any 
mould forming." 

Another sentence revives memories of the conversation 
between the walrus and the carpente r -  

" Inasmuch as isinglass is the purest form of jelly, and this 
substance is obtained from the swim bladder of fish 
(especially the sturgeon). This is the natural place to say 
a word or two on ielly and fish." 

The author is so afraid of ~iving a baby too much proteid, 
that up to three months old he allows only one part of milk 
to two of water, yet when citrated he says " no dilution of 
the milk is necessary." 

The author has attempted to squeeze in too much, and to 
write more diseoursively than the size of his book will iustify. 
Many of the tables introduced are hardly, if at all, explaine& 
The result may fulfil the somewhat cryptic conclusion of 
the preface. 

" I t  is thought the information in this book is a fairly 
complete guide to any one requiring .an insight into the 
methods of a food treatise." 

A N N U A L  REPORTS  OF AMERICAN HOSPITALS ,  

1. Forty-seventh Annual I~eport o/ the Trustees of the 
Boston City Hospital, U,S.A., 1911. City of Boston 
Printing Department. 1911. 8vo. Pp. 190. 

2. Annual Report o/ the Cincinnati Hospital for the year 
ending December 31, 1910. By JOHN FmtRENBATCH, 
Superintendent. Cincinnati : Roessler Bros. 1911. 
Pp. 72. 

THE liberal municipal support to American hospitals 
makes us envious of them, for the Report of the Boston 
Hospital tells us that during 1910 the city authorities ex- 
pended on the buildings 212,000 for fire-proofing; 25,000 
on an engine-room building ; 22,100 on electric machines ; 
and close on 23,000 for new wiring. The Cincinnati' 
Hospital also receives very liberal support from the Cin- 
cinnati municipal authorities, amounting to over 246,000.: 
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But when we come to consider these reports from a 
medical standpoint they are very disappointing : tables of 
operations and lists of the nationality of patients; ages 
and sexes of patients, and so forth, complete the volume. 
As contributions to medicine the volumes are of very little 
value indeed. We regret this, for there is evidence that 
the medical staffs of the hospitals have an abundance of 
good material from which instructive, suggestive material 
might be produced. 

A Servant o I the State. By ELISABETH COSBY. London: 
Cassell & Co. 1911. Cr. 8vo. Pp. vi. q- 334. 

A WELL-TOLD tale of the present time. To the publishers 
we are grateful for giving us the opportunity of reading the 
story of Veronica and Philip de la Cherois--a " Servant of the 
State." It  is a good thing that members of the Medical 
Profession should relax a little on occasion and read a novel 
which is free from guile. 

Quite early in her book (at page 16) the authoress pays the 
Medical Profession a compliment. She writes: " I t  is a 
well-known fact that, if a man is entirely eaten up by his 
profession, he is exasperatingly ignorant of all that lies outside 
it. With the exception, perhaps, of the medical 
profession, which knows no limitations, but brings a man into 
touch with everything in the world, animal, vegetable and 
mineral--the calling which completely absorbs a man seems 
to put blinkers on him, so that he only sees straight 
ahead, and his sympathies get a little bit cramped in 
e o n s e c l u e n  ce"  ' ,  

Later on a tribute is paid to the sagacity of a physician in 
the person of Dr. Clyde, " one of the best known and most 
appreciated neuro-psychologists in Europe," whose cures 
effected in neryous cases were marvellous. " H e  was 
particularly successful with people, both men and women, 
who had given way to habits of intemperance--either by the 
blatantly vulgar means of alcohol, or the more insidious 
craftiness of morphia, with its ghastly refinement of injections, 
and abandoned depravity of opium eating. His method was 
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to hypnotise the patient, and then, whilst either in a lethargic 
or cataleptic state, to make such suggestions as should arouse 
them to a sense of their slavery, and determine them to 
overcome it." The grammar of this last sentence is open 
to adverse criticism, but we are concerned with Dr. Clyde. 
A faked prescription for soap pills falls into his hands, and so 
he greets his patient with the question: " H o w  long have 
you been in the habit of taking opium ? " 

There is a curious slip at page 157. " The interval which 
occurs between a verbal question and answer is sometimes 
an interesting period. It  is at all times rather a 
fearful period, something like the interval between the thunder 
growl and the lightning flash." We have always believed 
that light travelled faster than sound, but the above sentence 
seems to call that belief into question. 

There are some happy thoughts in this book. " I  pity 
the man who can stand by himself in the midst of the pine 
forest and say, ' I  feel lonely.' Solitude is not loneliness. 
Real loneliness is to be hemmed in by a crowd of unappreciative 
relatives." (Page 10.) 

We have not ventured to give a synopsis of the story of 
" The Servant of the State." It  should be read, and it will 
rivet the reader's attention from start to finish. 

Ophthalmic Therapeutics. By DR. A. DARIER, Of Paris. 
Translated by SYDNEY STEPHENSON, M.B.,  F .R.C.S.  
London : Rebman. 1911. 8vo. Pp. xiv + 444. 

THIs volume of the " International System of Ophthalmic 
Pract ice,"  edited by Dr. Walter  L.  Pyle, of Philadelphia, 
is one which is quite invaluable to the up-t0-date ophthal- 
mologist. 

I t  comes from the pen of one of the most distinguished 
therapeutists in the ophthalmological world, of whom it 
might be almost asserted that what he does not know about 
ophthalmic therapeutics is not worth knowing. 

The first part of the book is devoted to general thera- 
peutics, such as constitutional treatment,  subcutaneous, 
intravenous, and subconjnnctival injections, serum 
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therapy, baths, electricity, local medication, &c., &c. The 
second part deals with special therapeutics of the various 
portions of the eye and its adnexa, and offers a whole store- 
house of remedies for selection. 

The work is naturally strongly tinged by Dr. Darier 's 
personal views on ophthalmic therapeutics, such as those 
on the value of subconjunctival injections, &c. ; but full 
attention is paid to all other therapeutic measures. 
which have received any substantial support in the. 
ophthalmological world of late years, and the book will be 
eagerly consulted by many an oculist in search of a remedy 
for cases which do not respond to his customary thera- 
peutics. 

Dr. Darier is well known to be an enthusiastic there- 
peutist--perhaps we may say a therapeutical enthusiast--  
and the general impression received from a perusal of this 
most interesting work is that of the many remedies de- 
scribed by Dr. Darier there is not a single one which the 
writer would not himself adopt in confident hopes of a 
joyful issue. The translation does ample justice to the 
lucidity and conciseness of the original, and the book is 
provided with an excellent index. 

The Liverpool Medico-Chirurgical Journal. Edited by 
Jom~ tIA:~, M.D. Vol. XXXI.  1911. Liverpool 
Medical Institution, Hope Street. Pp. 499. Pub- 
lished half-yearly. 5s. per annum. 

THIS journal is chiefly filled by papers read at the meet- 
ings of the Liverpool Medical Institution. The first sec- 
tion is that of Eugenics, and there are several papers on 
this subject : - - "  The Aim and Scope of Eugenics,"  by 
Sir James Barr ; " The Child as an Asset of the Empire ,"  
by A. M. Paterson;  " The Eugenic Aspect of the Feeble- 
minded Child," by Dr. Darner Harrison ; &c. Following 
there is a paper by Dr. E. W. Hope, Medical Officer of 
Health for Liverpool, on " Local Administrative Control 
of Tuberculosis." There is a paper of special interest on 
" Two Cases of Internal Malignant Disease accompanied 
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by Multiple Metastases of the Skin,"  together with a 
criticism of the adrenal origin of renal hypernephromata. 
:In the surgical sections are papers on Volvulus and 
Unilateral Nephrolithotomy. 

About thirty pages are devoted to short reviews of 
recent books. There are several good illustrations, on 
special pages of smooth, glazed paper, throughout the 
volume. These greatly enhance the interest of the papers 
they accompany. The whole volume is well got up, and 
is provided with a useful index. 

R E C E N T  WORKS ON T H E R A P E U T I C S .  

I. Riedel. Berichte u. Mentor. 

2. Opium. 

3. (a) Inanition and Fattening Cures. 
(b) Obesity and Gout. 

:By DR. CARL V. NOORDEN, Vienna. 
Edited by DR. A. 
Rebman. 1910. 

Translated and 
C. CROFTON, Chicago. London:  

4. Chemistry of Food and Nutrition. :By DR. HENRY C. 
SHERMAN. New York : Macmillan & Co. 1911. 

5. Symptomatic and Regional Therapeutics. :By DR. 
G. I t .  HOXIE. New York and London:  Appleton. 
1910. 

6. Principles of Therapeutics. 
lated by DR. M. S. GABRIEL. 
Appleton. 1910. 

By A. MANQUAT. Trans- 
New York and London : 

1. THE Riedel Company supply a retrospect of recent 
scientific communications and analyses relating to thera- 
peutics, and a general pharmaco-therapeutical survey of 
the more important works which have appeared during 
the year 1910. 

The pamphlet follows somewhat the same lines as 
Merck's well-known Abstracts. 
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2. Opium.--A new claimant to our attention is offered 
under the name of Pantopon (Omnopon), which professes 
to represent the total action of opium. I t  is readily 
soluble and is suitable for subcutaneous iniection. I t  is 
introduced and advocated by Professor Sahli, of Berne, 
and a number of other authorities, and appears to be 
worthy of trial. 

The following is given as the composition of the new 
preparation, which is made by Messrs. Hoffman-la 
Roche : -  

Morphine - - - 52 
Codeine 2 
Narcotine - 20 
Papaverine 2.5 
Thebaine 1 
Nareeine 1.2 
Other alkaloids - 4 

Water of crystallisation 
Hydrochloric acid 

81~.7 
8 
9 

99.7 

3. No physician of the present day has contributed more 
largely or more sanely to the pathology and chemistry of 
therapeutics in relation to metabolism and nutrition than 
Dr. Carl v. Noorden, of Vienna. 

From time to time he has brought out a valuable series 
of short monographs on therapeutics which are well 
worthy the attention of practitioners. Dr. v. Noorden 
takes no small delight in running tilt against dietetic fads 
and fallacies, but he is no mere iconoclast, and is ever 
ready to erect something of value in the room of the fallen 
idol. The monographs before us are based upon four 
lectures delivered in a post-graduate course for Vienna 
physicians (May, 1908). 

I t  is needless to enter into details of each monograph, 
and it will suffice to briefly indicate their contents, and 
commend them to the serious attention of our readers. 
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How true is the following expression of opinion i~t 
regard to gout. Beyond the fact that in gout the fate and 
disposition of uric acid differs from the normal, " we know 
very little that is positive in regard to the significance of 
uric acid on the production of gouty processes. We do 
not even know whether the formation and destruction of 
uric acid deviates quantitatively from the normal. 
Unfortunately, numerous vague symptoms of varying 
character, as fleeting pains in the extremities, in the body, 
the head, attacks of migraine, gastro-intestinal disturb- 
ances, are often christened with the name ' g o u t '  simply 
because no other diagnosis can be made. As a rule, this 
diagnosis is merely the result of ignorance, and it can 
rarely tolerate the light of scientific criticism." 

It  is very remarkable how rare is genuine gout in 
Austria-Hungary. During two-and-a-half years' practice 
in Vienna is it not curious that v. Noorden, with his world- 
wide reputation, has seen only 0,5 cases of true arthritis 
urica, and of the "25 cases 0,0 were foreigners ? 

Much vapid nonsense is talked about gout. Any honest 
inquirer must, at present, be content to say that we know 
essentially nothing of gouty disease, and the manner in 
which the fate of uric acid is determined thereby. 

The dietetic instructions for the management of gout 
are succinctly formulated by v. Noorden, and are placed 
on a rational and scientific foundation. 

4. A well-planned, useful, and well-executed work, 
written with judicial care, and thoroughly up-to-date. I t  
successfully welds together modern physiology with prac- 
tical dietetics and therapeutics, and can be heartily com- 
mended as a sane and sound exposition of the chemistry 
of food and nutrition. 

One of the most important and much-discussed points 
in the physiology of digestion is the origin of the body fat. 
I t  seems now to be fairlY well established that body fat 
arises from three sources : - -  

(a) Directly from food fats. 
(b) From protein food, either directly or indirectly 

through the production of carbohydrate from protein. 
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(c) From carbohydrate. 
In  the latter case the experimental evidence follows four 

distinct lines, viz. : - -  
(i.) Determination of the amounts of body fat 

formed. 
(ii.) Determination of the milk fat produced. 
(iii.) Observation of the amount of carbon stored. 
(iv.) Observations upon the respiratory quotient. 

5. This book purports to represent the course in General 
Therapeutics recommended by the Committee on 
Curriculum of the American Medical Association and by 
the Association of American Medical Colleges. I t  is 
divided into General Therapeutics and Regional Thera- 
peutics, and the concluding part is an abbreviated Materia 
Medica. 

The general impression made upon us by the book is 
not a favourable one, and it is not easy to see what useful 
purpose is served by the curious medley of which it is 
composed. 

There is little good in it that is new, and some of it is 
not t rue~/ .e . ,  accurate. For example, in the section on 
Bacterial Inflammations of the Skin (page 95) we 
are told : - - "  The reaching and removing the cause of 
these inflammations is the point at which we usually fail, 
because the parasite, be i t  insec t  or coccus,  usually lies 
underneath the stratum corneum of the skin. We must, 
therefore, either penetrate or macerate this layer before 
we can destroy the parasite. Furthermore, most of the 
skin parasites are propagated by eggs." (The italics are 
ours.) 

It  would be difficult to write greater twaddle in so few 
words. The illustrations are poorly executed, and mostly 
meaningless. 

6. The author aims high, and dedicates his work to young 
physicians in the hope that they will work for a renaissance 
in therapeutics, which will be the great achievement of 
twentieth-century Medicine. This is all very fine, but we 
are a long way yet from such a consummation, and we 
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doubt if M. Manquat 's book will contribute much of value 
~o this end. As is usual in French treatises, it is written 
in an easy-flowing style, but it is diffuse and speculative, 
trod contains, in our opinion, little that has not been as 
well, or better, expressed or taught by other writers. The 
author travels over a wide field in a cursory manner. 
Thus, we have chapters on The Forms of Therapeutic 
Action, The Action of Medicines, Doses, Medicinal Oppor- 
tunity, Primum non nocere, The Elements of Therapeutic 
[ndividualisation, Method in Therapeutics, and so on. 

The book, in its original dress, may possibly appeal to 
French readers, but does not appear to us to be suited for 
English readers. 

Our Baby: for Mothers and Nurses. By MRS. J. 
LANGTON HEWER, Certified Midwife; late Hospital 
Ward Sister. Thirteenth Edition. Illustrated (83rd 
Thousand). Bristol:  John Wright  & Sons, Ltd.  
London:  Simpkin, Marshall, Hamilton,  Kent & Co., 
Ltd.  1911. Pp. 176. 

As we have favourably noticed this excellent " Mothers' 
Guide " so recently as May, 1910 (Vol. CXXIX., No. 
t61, Third Series, page 359), it is only necessary to state 
that it pursues the even tenor of its way, having now 
reached its thirteenth edition and eighty-third thousan~ 
copies. 

The chief alterations in the present edition will be found 
in the chapters dealing with Feeding and Teething. 
They represent in an adequate manner the revision which 
the almost daily progress in scientific knowledge has 
demanded. 

Copies of this useful book, suitable for presentation, 
are supplied bound in limp leather, with mounted corners 
and burnished edges, at half-a-crown net, or two shillings 
,~nd ninepence, post free. 


